Refugee Camp Ministry Outreach Information

“The Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners…to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve…to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.” Isaiah 61:1-3
The Post-Conference Ministry Outreach to Burmese (Karen) Refugee Camps along the border of Thailand and Burma (Myanmar) will give participants an opportunity to minister as described in Isaiah above. The military government of Myanmar has been fighting, killing and destroying the homes and villages of the Karen people within their country for many years. Thousands of these Karen people have fled their homeland in order to survive and are now living in refugee camps along the border inside Thailand. There are many orphans and hopeless families in these makeshift camps where clean water is scarce, there is no electricity, health care is minimal and disease is rampant. Most of those living in the camps have been victims of or witnesses to the atrocities of the Burmese military, and live in fear. This Outreach team will bring them needed supplies and more importantly, bring them the love of Christ. 
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Schedule

The schedule for this outreach is subject to change depending on the any sensitive situations at the moment. Things change quickly. The trip leader, who has much experience in leading teams to the camps, will be able to discern safety risks and make decisions to protect this team from danger. These decisions could mean a change of plans. We believe that God who has called the team together will have a wonderful plan for each day and we will be flexible to follow His plan. That said, the plan is as follows:

Saturday, May 26: In Chiang Mai (we will stay at the conference hotel) the team leader will brief the team, giving us an overview of the situation inside Burma and the Refugee camps, as well as instructions for the camps that everyone must follow. The team will go to Makros (like Sam’s Club) to purchase supplies for the camps and assemble gift bags that we will distribute at the camps. 

Sunday, May 27: The team will go once again to Makros to buy bulk food for the camps, then drive to Maesariang (about 4 hours) in vans. We will stay at a small and very basic hotel there. This is often referred to as “base camp.”
Monday, May 28: The team will drive in vans to two different refugee camps, ministering at both camps. That night we will stay in a very small, extremely basic, guest house. It is truly like camping indoors. There are indoor toilets, but most rooms do not have air conditioning and the rooms are extremely small. Showers will be with cold water. This is the only housing available in this area. The owner is a Christian and is a huge help to the refugee camp ministry. 

Tuesday, May 29: The team will minister in two more refugee camps and then drive back to Maesariang (base camp hotel). 

Wednesday, May 30: We will drive back to Chiang Mai, and stay again at the conference hotel. There may be time for shopping at the night market in Chiang Mai upon return. This shopping time would be “on your own.”  Anyone needing to fly out that night should book a very late flight. The trip cost does include hotel for this night. 
Thursday, May 31: Optional day trip to an “elephant safari tour.” The additional cost for this trip is $35.00 per person. Those staying on for this tour could fly out very late on Thursday night or Friday. If staying until Friday, the additional cost of the hotel is $55 for single room and $28 for double occupancy. 
Price of this Ministry Outreach
The price is $375 US dollars for shared room and $465 US dollars for single room. Price includes two nights at the Empress Hotel (conference hotel) in Chiang Mai (May 26 and 30), all other housing, all basic meals, transportation and tips. 
Price for the optional elephant safari trip is $35. For an additional night (May 31st) at Chiang Mai hotel add $55 for a single room and 28 for a shared room. 
All costs must be paid in advance through the conference website gcmEQUIP.net. Do not pay until you have submitted the application form and received confirmation via email or phone that you have been approved for this outreach. 
Deadline register is March 1, 2012
Trip Realities
It is extremely hot (can be over 100 degrees) and very humid in Thailand and at the refugee camps. We may walk on dirt roads and uneven surfaces. Those who are very overweight or “out of shape” find this trip very uncomfortable if not unbearable. The food is very basic and the hygiene is not up to normal US standards. The guest house is extremely basic. There is a lot of travel in vans along very windy roads. Please consider the unchangeable physical realities when considering participating in this outreach. For your own protection, do not attempt this outreach if you have any major health problems. 
Ministry Opportunities
At each of the refugee camps the team will conduct a children’s ministry service that will include action songs, a Bible Lesson (illustrated in some way) and individual prayer. We will also lead the children in organized games, crafts, and sports activities. While the service will be designed for children, the adults will certainly join in and be blessed. We will distribute gift bags to the children and food and hygiene items to the adults. We may provide lunch for those at the camps. On the application form, you will be able to indicate what you would like to contribute to the ministry time, but it cannot be guaranteed that you will do what you indicate at each camp. We will do our best to allow each team member opportunity to teach, lead songs, games, etc. Do come prepared! Everyone will be able to pray for the refugees at each camp. 
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Outreach Preparation

Normally an outreach team will meet together for months to plan, pray and prepare. Since this team will only meet at the conference days before the outreach, it is vitally important that each team member engage in purposeful preparation. It will not work to simply “show up” without preparing in advance. Each person is expected to pray faithfully and engage others to pray for this outreach. Additionally, each person is expected to fast as the Lord directs, but at least to fast once a week for this ministry. We suggest you learn more about the Karen people, the Burmese government, and the plight of refugees and displaced people. This is an amazing opportunity to actually go into these camps and have direct contact with the people, and spiritual preparation is absolutely necessary. 
Insurance  

Every team member does need to have health insurance which includes flight evacuation. Some health insurance plans include medical evacuation. However, if your insurance does not include flight evacuation out of the country to a better hospital, we would recommend getting in touch with www.volunteercard.com. This policy includes medical treatment in the country as needed as well as emergency evacuation. You would take this policy out approximately one or two months before departure (information on travel dates, airline schedule, ticket cost, etc. is needed). The cost is not included in the cost of the trip, but the prices are reasonable. 
Health Information
No immunizations are required by the State Department (www.cdc.gov), but you should be up to date on your tetanus shot. In addition, we advise you to consult your personal physician. Most will recommend that you are also inoculated against Hepatitis A. It is assumed that team members will come in good health. If you have some specific health issue (i.e. diabetes, allergic bee reactions) please contact us in advance. It is strongly recommended that you receive malaria protection. Because we will be there before the “rainy season,” it is not uncommon for the refugee children to have Malaria during May. 
Clothing
Dress code for the refugee camps: women should wear pants or capris (below the knees) and a short sleeve blouse or nice tee shirt. Men should wear long pants and collared shirts. Jeans or warm-up pants are acceptable, although they are very hot.  Everyone should have several changes of clothing. For the time at the refugee camps, it’s been requested by our contacts that team members do not wear shorts or tank tops.  We ask team members to be very selective in the type of clothing that they bring, since we are representing Christ on our trips. No short shorts or tank tops that show chest hair for the guys or that are too low, tight, or revealing for the ladies should be worn.  
Money Matters
Cash vs. ATM:

We advise you to bring cash and not depend on getting money out of ATMs. It can be difficult getting money out of overseas machines, and it often can become an inconvenience to the team when difficulties arise. Cash is easily exchangeable at both the airports and hotels. If you do bring any type of credit card, make sure your bank is aware of your travels so that your transactions overseas do not raise any concern.  
Money:
All the money that you are bringing over should be in good condition, preferably new bills. Thailand does not accept bills that are marked, ripped, or written on in any way. When ordering new bills you need to give your bank one to two weeks’ notice.  There is a better exchange rate for denominations of 50’s and 100’s.
Inner money belt:
EVERYONE MUST BRING AN INNER MONEY BELT THAT GOES UNDERNEATH THEIR CLOTHING – whether it goes around their waist or neck. This will hold your passport and money. This is important! It’s a major headache when passports are stolen.
Packing
Every team member must bring a small or medium backpack for the refugee camp portion of the trip. For the refugee camps, each team member will need to be able to fit all personal items for the trip in this backpack. 

Other items to bring:

Rain jacket or poncho; sweatshirt or light jacket; small backpack or duffel bag to carry supplies for the day; mosquito repellant; toilet paper; hand sanitizer; suntan lotion; hat; and motion sickness medicine (if prone to motion sickness on the winding mountain roads). We suggest you bring some “just in case.” 
Offerings
As you will discover, the needs are tremendous for the national contacts we will work with and it’s a blessing when teams can bless them with cash offerings. This is NOT included in the team budget.
Need Additional Information or Questions

If you have questions or need additional information, you may contact Connie McKenzie at cmckenzie@cfni.org.
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Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need; rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me. Set me free from my prison, that I may praise your name. then the righteous will gather about me because of your goodness to me.”

Psalm 142:6-7

